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'will  thou  at  this  time  restore  again  the  kingdou  to  ISRAEL." — Acts  i.  6. 


THE  RESTORATION  OF  THE  KINGDOM. 


Having  previously  laid  before  you  the  departure  from  the  order  of  God 
and  its  effects  upou  the  world  at  large,  I  now  purpose  to  lay  before  you 
the  order  of  its  restoration,  that  inasmuch  as  you  seek  the  truth,  you  may 
be  left  without  excuse  in  the  day  of  the  Lord,  when  the  Lord  Jesus  shall 
come  to  take  vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  neither  obey  his 
gospel.  In  order  that  we  may  understand  to  some  extent  this  restoration, 
I  will  refer  you  to  the  prophecies  which  must  be  fulfilled.  The  pro- 
phet Isaiah  speaks  of  this  restoration  in  plain  and  positive  terms,  and  also 
of  the  mode  of  gathering  together  the  people  of  God,  and  points  out  where 
the  commencement  of  this  marvellous  work  should  be — in  a  land  shadomng 
with  wiugs  and  lying  beyond  the  rivers  of  Ethiopia ;  and  from  this  spot, 
opposite  whereto  he  stood,  ambassadors  should  be  sent  by  sea  to  a  nation 
scattered  and  peeled — to  a  people  terrible  from  their  beginning  hitherto — a 
nation  meeted  out  and  trodden  down,  (Src,  and  thus  calls  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  world — see  jq  when  he  lifteth  up  an  ensign  on  the  mountains, 
and  when  he  bloweth  his  trumpet  hear  ye.  We  have  here  the  positive 
place  of  the  commencement  of  this  work,  and  by  referring  to  a  map  of  the 
world,  and,  imagining  ourselves  upon  the  ground  where  the  prophet  stood 
at  the  time,  look  for  the  place  lying  beyond  the  rivers  of  Ethiopia,  we 
find  the  land  of  America  (and  this  country,  as  is  well  known,  resembles  in 
form  the  out-spread  wings  of  a  bird,  probably  from  this  circumstance  an 
eagle  has  become  the  national  emblem),  thence  ambassadors  were  to  be 
sent  to  a  people  scattered  and  peeled,  once  terrible,  but  now  trodden  under 
foot. 

It  requires  no  explanation  to  show  that  Israel  is  here  spoken  of,  for,  in 
fact,  it  has  been  a  peculiar  theme  of  the  prophets,  when  they  looked  down 
the  vista  of  time,  to  speak  of  this  work  ;  and  so  clear  is  the  prophet  Isaiah  on 
the  subject,  1  will  here  quote  a  few  sentences — That  the  Lord  would  comfort 
Jerusalem — that  kings  should  become  nursing  fathers  and  queens  nursing 
mothers,  and  bow  down  with  their  faces  to  the  earth — that  there  should 
be  a  proclamation  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  saying  to  the  daughter  of  Zion, 
behold  thy  salvation  cometh,  behold  his  reward  is  with  him  and  his  work 
before  him  ;  that  the  Lord  will  gather  all  nations  and  tongues  to  see 
His  glory,  and  that  the  seed  of  the  people  of  the  Lord  should  remain,  and 
their  rest  be  glorious  at  that  time ;  then  will  the  saying  of  Malachi  be  ful- 
filled, that  Israel  should  bring  an  offering  in  a  clean  vessel,  and  the  Lord 
will  take  of  them  for  priests  and  Levites. 
No.  3. 
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Paul,  in  writing  to  the  Romans,  tells  tliem  that  blindness  in  part  has 
happened  to  Israel,  until  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  be  come  in — fulness 
here  means,  as  in  all  places,  their  overthrow  or  destruction — and  as  the 
Jews  rejected  the  gospel,  they  became  as  salt  that  has  lost  its  savour,  and 
only  fit  to  be  cast  out  and  trodden  under  the  foot  of  man  :  this  saying  we 
are  aware  has  been  fulfilled.  Paul  further  tells  them  a  deliverer  shall  come 
out  of  Zion,  and  turn  away  ungodliness  from  Jacob,  and  that  the  Lord  should 
make  a  new  covenant  with  his  people  ;  in  fact,  so  clear  were  the  prophets 
upon  this  subject,  that  they  have  related  all  things  connected  with  this  grand 
and  glorious  work,  and  have  told  us  that  their  judges  and  counsellors  should 
be  restored  as  at  the  beginning,  and  that  the  place  should  be  called  a  righte- 
ous city.  The  prophet  Jeremiah  tells  us  the  Lord  will  set  up  shepherds  ; 
in  fact,  I  might  lay  before  you  an  abundance  of  testimony  on  this  very 
subject,  but  I  refer  you  to  the  references  at  the  conclusion,  as  the  matter  is 
larger  than  can  be  brought  before  you  within  the  limits  of  the  Visitor  : 
yet  he  adds,  that  hunters  and  fishers  should  be  sent  forth  to  gather  up  his 
people  (for  the  people  of  the  Lord  have  been  scattered  to  the  four  winds 
of  heaven),  that  they  might  receive  their  inheritance,  and  God  become 
their  protector  in  the  latter  days.  That  the  scriptures  will  be  fulfilled  is 
also  conclusive,  though  heaven  and  earth  may  pass  away.  God  will  have 
mercy  then  on  the  chosen  race,  but  not  until  he  has  rewarded  them  double 
for  all  their  sins  ;  and  who  will  not  say  that  Israel  has  received  her  chastis- 
ment.  Notice  even  now  the  movement  amongst  this  people,  and  compare 
the  prophets'  declarations  with  regard  to  the  last  days,  and  then  look  at  the 
course  being  pursued  by  the  Israelites  at  the  present  time,  then  we  shall 
begin  to  understand  to  some  little  extent  the  course  that  will  be  pursued. 

I  hold  it  as  one  more  proof  of  the  goodness  of  God  towards  us,  that  he 
has  so  ordained  that  man  should  hear  the  gospel  in  its  purity,  that  thou- 
sands who  have  prayed  for  this  day  might  have  the  desire  of  their  hearts  ; 
for  many  now  live,  and  many  have  died  that  felt  a  desire  to  see  that  pure 
and  holy  religion  restored,  that  were  tired  of  seeing  the  rounds  of  ordinan- 
ces so  destitute  of  the  power  of  the  ancient  saints.  Thousands  have 
become  what  are  termed  infidels,  because  they  saw  and  experienced  the 
emptiness  of  men's  schemes  of  salvation — they  have  run  to  and  fro  tn  seek 
the  word  of  God,  but  could  not  find  it,  for  the  people  believed  God  does 
not  speak  now  as  in  former  times  ;  yet  if  ever  there  was  a  time  that  He 
should  speak,  it  is  now  when  so  much  confusion  prevails  about  religion — 
that  God  should  restore  the  ancient  gospel  in  all  its  pristine  beauty  and 
power,  and  that  Israel  should  rejoice  in  the  same.  This  we  may  perceive 
is  evident,  from  the  enquiry  of  Peter,  that  there  would  eventually  come  a 
time  in  which  the  kingdom  would  be  restored  to  Israel.  The  apostle  also, 
when  writing  to  the  Ephesians,  speaks  of  the  dispensation  to  be  known  as  the 
dispensation  of  the  fulness  of  times,  in  which  all  things  will  be  gathered 
together,  both  which  are  in  heaven  and  on  earth  ;  hence  I  wish  now  to 
speak  of  the  way  in  which  this  message  will  be  given  unto  man,  that  cer- 
tainty, not  uncertainty,  may  be  the  result.  And  before  the  Lord  Jesus 
made  his  first  appearance,  it  was  the  mind  and  will  of  God  that  there 
should  be  a  forerunner  ;  and  hence  an  angel  appeared  to  Zacharias,  giving 
him  the  promise  that  his  wife  should  have  a  son,  and  also  told  him  what 
name  to  call  this  son,  and  what  errand  he  should  be  sent  upon.  With  the 
fulfilment  of  this  we  are  all  acquainted.      We  may  then,  with  propriety, 
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reason,  that  if  this  is  the  method  pursued  by  God,  in  all  ages  of  the  world, 
that  He  will  not  depart  from  it ;  and  it  is  evident  from  the  language  of  Christ 
himself,  that  when  the  gospel  had  been  preached  in  all  the  world  for  a 
witness,  the  end  should  come.  But  you  say  that  the  apostle  Paul  informs 
us  the  sound  went  out  into  all  the  world.  I  am  fully  aware  he  does  say  so  ; 
but  did  the  end  come  ?  No.  We  look  then  for  a  time  yet  future,  when 
the  gospel  shall  have  been  preached  to  every  creature ;  and  inasmuch  as 
the  true  order  of  the  kingdom  of  God  has  been  departed  from,  it  is  all 
essential  God  should  commission  some  one  like  John  to  go  forth  and  pre- 
pare the  way  of  his  second  coming.  Hence  Malachi  informs  us  that  he 
will  send  his  messenger  before,  and  the  Lord  whom  ye  seek  shall  suddenly 
come  to  his  temple  :  he  also  informs  us  of  his  work — the  result  of  his  com- 
ing ;  but  some  may  object  and  say,  this  messenger  here  spoken  of  is  John 
the  Baptist.  I  am  aware  that  commentators  of  the  present  day  have  so 
said,  but  let  us  leave  them  and  compare  the  one  with  the  other,  and  see  if 
we  can  discover  any  difference  in  them.  You  may  say  that  John  had  the 
spirit  or  power  of  gathering,  and  of  turning  the  hearts  of  the  fathers  to  the 
children  ;  but,  I  ask,  would  the  Jews  receive  him  ?  Christ  tells  them  he 
was  Elias,  if  they  would  receive  him,  but  they  would  not ;  hence  Christ 
wept  and  said.  Oh,  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  &c.  Did  Christ  at  his  first 
coming  sit  as  a  refiner  and  purifier  of  silver — purge  the  sons  of  Levi  as 
gold  ?  Did  they  offer  an  acceptable  offering  in  his  time — or  was  it  plea- 
sant unto  the  Lord  as  in  days  of  old  and  as  in  former  years  ?  We  answer 
that  at  his  first  coming  these  things  did  not  transpire,  because  of  the  un- 
belief of  the  Jews  and  their  stiffneckedness.  Then  if  the  prophecy  of 
Malachi  still  remains  to  be  fulfilled,  we  must  at  once  bring  our  minds  to 
this  conclusion,  that  God  will  send  a  messenger  to  prepare  the  way  of  his 
second  coming,  of  which  John  writes  while  wrapped  in  the  vision  of  God, 
upon  the  Isle  of  Patmos,  wherein  he  declares  he  saw  another  angel  fly 
through  the  midst  of  heaven,  having  the  everlasting  gospel  to  preach  unto 
them  that  dwell  on  the  earth,  and  to  every  nation,  kindred,  tongue,  and 
people,  saying  with  a  loud  voice,  fear  God  and  give  glory  to  him,  for  the 
hour  of  his  judgment  is  come,  and  worship  him  that  made  heaven,  &c.  ; 
and  after  this  he  also  saw  that  another  angel  followed,  saying,  Babylon  is 
fallen.  From  the  preceding  chapter  we  are  clearly  informed  what  the 
apostle  means  by  the  term  Babylon  or  confusion,  and  of  the  number  or 
various  methods  of  worship  ;  hence  discord  and  confusion  must  be  predo- 
minant ;  but  the  angel  with  the  everlasting  gospel  comes  to  call  mankind 
to  worship  the  God  that  made  heaven,  &c. 

But  let  us  proceed  and  show  that  the  Lord  has  a  work  to  do.  It  is  evi- 
dent from  the  prediction  of  Daniel,  while  engaged  in  the  interpretation  of 
Nebuchadnezzar's  dream,  that  he  saw  clearly  the  setting  up  of  a  kingdom 
by  the  God  of  heaven  which  should  have  no  end,  and  this  agrees  with  the 
psalmist  David,  when  he  says  that  he  should  establish  a  kingdom  that 
should  endure  throughout  all  generations.  Christ,  in  speaking  of  the  re- 
sult of  this  dispensation,  compares  it  to  the  time  of  harvest,  which  he  calls 
the  end  of  the  world  ;  and  if  we  may  reason  from  analogy,  we  may  at  once 
see  it  would  be  just  in  God,  and  by  which  he  remains  uncensurable,  to  send 
a  messenger  to  warn  the  people  of  his  coming,  for  the  Lord  would  not 
burn  up  Sodom  until  they  had  been  warned  ;  so  also  in  the  days  of  Noah ; 
and  Christ  has  told  us  that,  as  it  was  in  those  days  it  should  be  also  at  his 
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coming.  He  could  not  have  referred  to  his  first  coining,  he  heing  already 
come,  but  referred  to  his  second  advent.  Again,  he  likens  it  unto  a  man 
going  out  to  hire  labourers,  some  are  hired  at  the  eleventh  hour ;  evidently- 
then,  near  the  close  of  the  day  will  he  call  some  one  to  laboiu-  in  the  vine- 
yard. He  again  likens  it  to  the  bridegroom  coming  at  midnight  and  the 
cry  being  raised.  Go  ye  out  to  meet  him.  This  agrees  with  John  in  his 
revelation,  when  he  says  the  cry  was  come  out  of  her  (Babylon),  oh,  my 
people,  and  be  not  partakers  of  her  plagues,  for  the  Lord  is  about  to  reward 
her  double  for  all  her  sins  ;  because  she  (the  mother  of  harlots)  has  made 
all  nations  drunk  with  the  wine  of  her  fornication.  If,  then,  this  is  the  true 
statement  of  facts,  and  who  shall  question  John's  testimony,  we  may  then 
truly  say  how  needful  for  God  to  send  some  one  to  put  mankind  in  the 
right  way  ;  for  the  Saviour  has  told  us  men  do  uot  gather  grapes  of  thorns 
nor  figs  of  thistles,  nor  can  the  impure  fountain  send  forth  sweet  water  ;  and 
truly  we  must  acknowledge  that  the  mother  of  harlots  has  swayed  her 
sceptre  in  every  clime,  till  hundreds  of  dissenters  have  separated  themselves 
from  her  embrace,  and  have  gone  to  themselves  to  endeavour  to  mend  it ; 
but  they  have  missed  the  starting  point,  namely,  not  being  sent  of  God  by 
express  command.  This  was  needed,  as  all  the  authority  they  have 
received  came  down  through  that  impure  channel ;  and  if  the  fountain  be 
impure,  of  course  the  stream  will  be  so  too.  Seeing  then  the  prevalence  of 
this  departure,  it  was  needful  that  God  should  raise  a  standard  to  which 
the  nation  should  be  gathered — to  gather  up  bis  people  Israel,  and  bring 
back  their  captivity.  But  in  order  that  the  Gentiles  might  find  no  fault, 
and  the  word  of  Christ  be  also  fulfilled — that  the  first  should  be  last  and 
the  last  first  in  this  restoration  of  the  gospel  in  all  its  ancient  power,  gifts, 
and  blessings,  it  is  offered  to  the  Gentiles  first ;  but  perhaps  you  may 
answer  there  is  no  need  of  this,  that  we  have  now  got  all  we  can  possess  ; 
there  are  to  be  no  more  prophets  ox.  apostles,  gifts  or  blessings,  such  as 
were  in  the  days  of  Christ  and  his  apostles  ;  but  I  reply  that  the  bible, 
which  we  all  profess  to  believe,  does  not  in  any  place  so  inform  us  ;  on  the 
other  hand,  they  were  to  continue  till  that  which  is  perfect  is  come.  It  is  a 
principle  in  God  to  be  unchangeable  ;  and  if  so,  and  He  be  no  respecter  of 
persons,  why  deprive  us  of  those  blessings  which  he  gave  unto  the  ancients, 
and  which  he  said  should  follow  the  believer  and  he  that  was  baptized  ? 
Why  did  Peter  promise  on  the  day  of  Pentecost  that  the  Holy  Ghost 
should  be  given  to  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  God  should  call  ?  J3oes  he 
call  sinners  now  ?  Can  we  believe  now  and  be  baptized  ?  We  cannot  but 
answer  in  the  affirmative.  Where  then,  I  would  ask,  are  the  fruits  of  the 
spirit  ?  You  answer  we  have  joy  and  peace,  and  this  is  enough  ;  but  have 
we  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  was  to  lead  and  guide  us  into  all  truth  ?  Can 
we  do  the  works  that  Christ  did,  now  he  has  gone  to  the  Father  according 
to  his  promise  ?  Can  we  say  we  know  God,  whom  to  know  is  life  eternal  ? 
Except  we  believe  God  gives  revelation  we  cannot,  for  Christ  says  no  man 
knoweth  the  Father  but  the  Son,  and  he  to  whom  the  Son  shall  reveal  him  ; 
and  it  is  by  the  means  of  revelation  he  has  ever  guided  his  people  in  all 
ages  of  the  world — he  has  given  them  precept  upon  precept  and  line  upon 
line. 

We  reason  then,  if  the  gospel  is  restored,  all  its  former  blessings  and 
privileges  will  be  restored  also.  You  of  course  ask  for  proofs  of  this 
divine  commission,  for  false  prophets  will  arise,  and  I  may  add,  by  their 
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fruits  ye  shall  know  them  ;  and  as  one  decided  means  of  knowing  the  true 
from  the  false,  the  false  one  will  bring  the  traditions  of  men  for  the  true 
commandments  of  God — the  one  will  have  the  form  of  godliness  and  deny 
the  gifts  and  blessings,  and  say  they  have  ceased,  or  like  the  shopkeeper 
who,  not  having  the  article  you  require,  promptly  replies  it  is  not  fashionable 
now.  The  true  one  will  tell  you,  like  Peter,  they  are  for  as  many  as 
the  Lord  our  God  shall  call,  and  he  will  tell  you  this  without  fear,  be- 
cause he  knows  he  is  sent  of  God,  and  commissioned  to  lay  hands  upon  the 
believer,  and  those  baptized  will  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost ; 
but  he  could  not  do  this  unless  he  had  first  received  it,  therefore  the  gospel 
and  its  form  of  administration  is  the  same  in  all  ages  of  the  world ;  but  man 
has  changed  "things  from  their  original  pattern,  and  God  will  not  accept 
the  designs  of  man  contrary  to  his  express  command  ;  hence  he  told  Moses, 
see  thou  make  it  according  to  the  pattern  shown  thee  in  the  Mount.  If 
any  difference  had  been  made,  God  would  have  rejected  him  and  his 
work  also.  To  make  this  more  clear  to  you,  suppose  I  am  a  bachelor  ;  I 
agree  to  have  a  house  built ;  I  give  my  dimensions  and  desire  the  builder 
to  build  my  house  thirty  feet  long  by  twenty  deep,  two  stories  high,  and 
all  the  necessary  particulars ;  I  agree  also  with  all  necessary  mechanics, 
and  to  pay  for  the  same  when  I  return.  After  my  departure  the  mecha- 
nics assemble  and  hold  a  consultation  upon  my  large  house,  and  they  all 
agree  it  is  too  large  for  a  single  man,  and  determine  to  make  one  much 
smaller,  and  when  I  return,  instead  of  finding  a  large  magnificent  mansion, 
I  find  a  small  house  utterly  unlike  the  one  I  ordered,  thus  my  timber  and 
bricks  are  wasted.  In  consequence  of  this  I  refuse  to  pay — could  the  law 
of  the  land  compel  me  ?  You  answer.  No.  So  then  with  God,  he  has 
given  us  the  pattern  to  go  by,  and  any  thing  short  of  filling  up  the  pattern 
will  incur  the  displeasure  of  God.  Yet  at  the  same  time  many  have  tried, 
and  some  have  effected  a  building,  but  Paul  tells  us  they  shall  be  burned 
up,  and  that  they  themselves,  for  the  good  they  wished  and  did,  shall  be 
saved  as  by  fire.  It  is  all  important  we  should  be  built  upon  a  good  foun- 
dation, and  Paul,  as  I  told  you  before  in  my  last  visit,  has  laid  out  in  plain 
terms  the  foundation.  "We  cannot  claim  the  blessing  unless  we  become  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  God,  and  how  shall  we  become  such — only  by  adop- 
tion, says  Paul,  can  we  cry  Abba  Father.  Men  have  vainly  thought  that 
they  may  become  sons  of  God  by  believing  on  him  and  walking  uprightly, 
others  by  a  change  of  heart,  this  is  good  so  far  as  it  goes,  but  in  order  that 
we  may  understand  the  nature  of  a  change  of  heart  and  the  meaning  of 
adoption,  I  will  bring  forth  a  figure  to  explain  the  same  to  the  comprehen- 
sion of  every  one  : — In  order  that  we  may  more  fully  understand  the  mean- 
ing of  the  law  of  adoption,  by  which  we  can  call  God  our  father  and  claim 
the  inheritance,  we  will  suppose  that  in  one  town  resides  a  man  that  is 
poor,  yet  blessed  with  a  family  of  six  boys ;  he  is  the  main  stay  of  the 
same.  In  the  town  adjacent  resides  a  rich  man,  he  has  no  family  ;  popu- 
lar rumour  had  given  him  a  good  name,  which  had  also  been  awarded  him 
by  ibis  poor  man  and  his  six  boys,  but  one  evening  a  stranger  calls  at  the 
poor  man's  house  and  solicits  lodgings  for  the  night.  The  poor  man,  with 
feehngs  ahve  to  good  deeds,  consents — the  frugal  meal  is  spread— which 
after  partaking  they  encircle  the  fire,  the  whole  family  listening  with 
eager  ears  to  the  many  inquiries  of  the  stranger  about  the  rich  man  ;  and 
after  many  insinuations  of  his  austerity  and  rapacity,  he  denounces  him  as 
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totally  bad  :  the  recapitulation  of  such  things  gains  the  feelings  of  the  fa- 
mily, and  they  join  also  in  their  denunciation.  There  is  a  change  of  heart 
a  second  time — first  as  good,  now  as  bad.  In  the  morning  the  stranger 
departs,  and  some  time  after  the  father  of  the  family  falls  sick  and  is 
brought  near  unto  death  ;  the  rich  man  hearing  of  this,  loads  his  mule 
with  wine  and  oil,  and  goes  forth  to  administer  to  the  sick  man's  wants, 
and  give  unto  him  money  also.  This  timely  aid  raises  him  to  health  and 
strength,  and  he  is  soon  again  among  his  family.  Now  then  he  exclaims, 
my  heart  is  changed,  I  believe  the  rich  man  to  be  a  good  man,  and  so  re- 
plies the  six  boys  do  we — here  is  a  change  of  heart.  In  the  course  of  a  few 
days  the  rich  man  waits  upon  them,  and  desires  three  of  the  boys  to  leave 
their  father's  house  and  go  with  him,  and  become  his  sons  by  adoption  ; 
he  has  made  no  choice  of  which  three  it  shall  be,  leaving  the  affair  to 
themselves.  Thus  consulted  they  all  believe  him  to  be  a  good  man,  but 
three  reply  they  will  stand  by  the  old  man,  the  other  three  volunteer  to 
leave  their  father's  house  and  go  with  the  rich  man,  who  calls  in  the  law- 
yer, and  by  the  law  of  the  country  they  are  his  adopted  sons.  After  a 
time  the  rich  man  dies,  then  the  other  brothers  come  to  claim  a  share  of 
the  patrimony  upon  the  ground  of  their  good  feelings  towards  him,  but 
they  could  not  claim  one  jot  or  tittle.  Now  you  that  are  believers  only  in 
the  change  of  heart,  ask  why  could  not  they  claim  a  share  ?  I  answer  the 
reason  is  very  obvious,  because  they  had  not  been  adopted  into  the  family, 
and  could  not  show  the  seal  of  their  adoption. — In  this  then  we  perceive 
clearly  what  is  required  besides  a  change  of  heart,  and  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  such  a  course,  and  the  calling  in  of  an  authorized  attorney  to  transact 
the  business.  If  then  to  secure  the  inheritance  of  earthly  things  there  re- 
quires such  care,  does  it  not  also  require  care  as  to  the  means  by  which 
to  secure  heavenly  things  ?  Let  me  here  remark,  that  to  whatever  name  or 
people  you  may  belong,  it  is  not  for  ihe  to  judge  as  to  your  truthfulness, 
but  the  word  of  God ;  and  He  has  sent  forth  men  in  these  last  days — 
commissioned  them  to  introduce  the  true  order  of  the  gospel  again,  and  to 
call  men  to  repentance.  You  reply,  I  am  a  firm  believer  in  the  word  of  God 
and  there  is  a  sufficiency  revealed  for  my  salvation.  Suppose  Timothy 
had  said  so,  would  Paul  ever  have  said  to  him,  thou  hast  known  the 
scriptures  from  a  child,  which  are  able  to  make  thee  wise  unto  salvation. 
What  scriptures  had  he  believed  ;  was  it  the  new  testament  ?  That  was 
not  written  at  that  period,  only  the  law  of  Moses,  and  that  was  the  guide  to 
bring  him,  and  as  many  as  would  believe  the  positive  predictions  of  the 
prophets,  to  Christ ;  therefore,  by  putting  his  belief  into  practice,  he  would 
become  wise  unto  salvation.  God  will  speak  unto  the  children  of  men 
whenever  he  has  any  one  to  speak  through  as  a  prophet  of  his  own  choos- 
ing. But,  here  again,  to  borrow  a  figure  for  the  purpose  of  more  clearly 
setting  before  you  the  folly  of  such  an  assertion  that  God  will  not,  or  does 
not  speak,  let  us  imagine  a  man  placed  upon  a  desolate  island  without 
food,  consequently  death  staring  him  in  the  face  ;  he  draws  from 
his  pocket  an  old  manuscript,  in  which  is  detailed  an  account  of  a  feast 
eaten  by  his  father  a  number  of  years  back — he  reads  and  longs  for  a  taste  ; 
while  thus  engaged  a  sumptuous  feast  comes  before  him — he  fain  would 
rise  to  eat,  but  there  stands  by  a  person  that  bids  him  look  and  feast  his 
eyes  but  not  his  body,  for  the  feast,  although  enjoyed  by  his  father,  is  not 
for  him.     He  strives  to  believe  this,  yet  hunger  pinching  hard,  becomes  as 
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a  sharp  thorn,  and  he  is  very  anxious  to  taste  and  quiet  the  disturbance 
of  his  hungry  feelings.  While  thus  persuading  himself  it  was  for  his 
father  and  not  for  him,  another  person  comes  and  tells  him  to  arise  and 
eat.  Which  would  he  like  best  ?  I  think  you  will  answer  the  last.  So 
then  the  bible  is  the  manuscript  that  tells  of  the  ancient's  feast  of  good, 
things.  The  people  of  the  day  are  content  to  read  it,  but  believe  it  must 
not  be  enjoyed  in  our  day,  at  least  so  say  the  priests.  But  the  servants 
of  the  Lord  have  come  to  tell  you  that  you  may,  by  believing  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  repentance  and  baptism  for  the  remission  of  your  sins,  and 
the  laying  on  of  hands  for  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  enjoy  the  feast  and 
delight  yourselves  in  the  same.  Do  not  suppose  I  mean  to  throw  away 
the  bible  ;  no,  it  is  the  way  marked  out  for  us  to  follow.  But  you  may 
answer  and  say,  does  not  John  close  the  bible  and  say,  whosoever  shall 
add  to,  or  ought  diminish,  the  plagues  in  this  book  shall  come  upon  him, 
and  he  shall  lose  his  part  and  place.  Yes,  but  what  book  did  he  mean  ? 
Why  his  own  book,  called  by  us  the  Revelations  of  John,  which  was  a 
separate  book  until  bound  up  with  the  rest ;  and  those  who  wish  to  sup- 
port their  notions  that  God  would  not  speak  again,  and  had  given  all  he 
would  give,  have  put  this  book  last.  If  there  was  to  be  no  more  given, 
then  all  the  prophets  are  as  badly  off  as  men  can  be,  for  when  Moses  wrote 
the  book  known  as  Deuteronomy,  he  strictly  charged  them  not  to  add  or 
ought  diminish  from  it.  How  much  then  has  been  added  since  that 
time,  and  shall  we  reject  the  prophecies  on  that  account?  Certainly  not. 
What  shall  we  say  then  ?  That  when  the  prophets  wrote  and  closed  their 
career,  it  was,  of  course,  to  be  understood  as  their  book,  and  finished  ;  let 
no  man  add  to  it  or  take  from  it.  So  then  if  five  thousand  were  written 
each  man  might  close  his  book  and  say  the  same  ;  and  if  they  were  bound 
together  it  would  only  be  the  carrying  out  of  the  same  designs  of  God, 
always  to  guide  his  people  by  revelation.  Ponder  and  reflect ;  and  as  you 
hope  for  salvation  in  the  presence  of  God,  think,  think,  and  think  again. 
Do  not  make  up  your  minds  too  hastily,  and  reject  this  visit,  lest  you  be 
found  at  the  judgment  day  to  have  fought  against  God. 

Knowing  this  induces  me  to  be  thus  plain.  You  are  not  called  upon 
to  believe  a  thing  which  has  long  since  been  gone,  nor  the  testimony 
alone  of  men  departed,  but  you  have  now  living  testimony  that  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  true,  and  that  it  shines  again  in  these  your 
days,  with  all  its  former  power,  tbat  thousands  are  rejoicing  that  the 
true  system  is  again  revived  in  fulfilment  of  the  prophecy  of  John.  I  bear 
then  my  testimony  that  these  are  sober  facts,  the  truth  of  heaven,  and  I 
call  upon  you  to  enter  your  secret  closet  and  search  your  bible  and  ask  God 
to  give  you  wisdom  and  understanding  inasmuch  as  you  lack  it ;  nay, 
confer  not  with  flesh  and  blood  but  with  your  God,  and  be  assured  you 
will  find  that  God  has  commenced  a  marvellous  work  and  a  wonder  in  these 
last  days,  he  has  called  the  unwise  and  the  unlearned  to  be  heralds  of  his 
second  coming.  By  this  time  of  course  you  wish  to  know  what  has  and 
will  be  the  condition  of  your  departed  friends,  to  which  I  reply  that  as  they 
served  the  Lord  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge,  so  will  they  be 
rewarded  ;  but  greater  light  has  now  come  into  the  world,  even  the  gospel 
in  its  fulness  and  power,  and  by  it  shall  we  be  judged  according  to  that 
light  and  knowledge  which  we  have  had  the  privilege  of  receiving,  and  of 
which  I  have  borne  testimony.      Every  person  will  be  rewarded  according 
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to  their  deeds,  hence  Paul  compares  the  resurrection  to  the  sun,  moon,  and 
stars  ;  therefore  it  will  be  a  resurrection  and  a  reward  according  to  their 
deeds,  and  they  will  be  answerable  to  God  for  the  privileges  they  have  en- 
joyed or  abused.  If  God  has  commenced  a  work  now,  and  a  superior  light 
has  come,  you  will  be  responsible  to  God  for  the  use  or  abuse  you  may  put 
the  same  to.  You  may  probably  feel  like  Paul,  who,  before  he  was  brought 
to  see  his  error,  verily  thought  that,  by  persecuting  the  people  of  God, 
who  were  every  way  spoken  against,  he  was  doing  God's  service  ;  or  you 
may  think  you  are  good  enough  ;  but  remember  the  case  of  good  old 
Cornelius,  whose  prayers  and  alms  were  a  memorial  before  God  ;  but  yet, 
after  all  his  justness  and  goodness,  he  had  to  send  to  Joppa  to  get  Peter 
to  come  and  tell  him  words  whereby  he  should  be  saved ;  and  we  find 
Cornelius  was  baptized,  and  Peter  tells  us  it  is  by  this  means  we  have  a 
conscience  good  before  God,  because  we  have  done  what  he  commanded  us 
to  do.  Let  us  remember  that  Jesus  Christ,  our  pattern,  was  never  ac- 
knowledged the  Son  of  God  till  he  had  been  baptized ;  and  if  we  desire  to 
be  sons  too,  and  joint  heirs  with  him,  we  must  purchase  it,  like  him, 
through  obedience. 

Here  I  must  leave  you,  and  trust  that  you  will  not  deem  the  tenour  of 
my  visit  uncharitable.  If  you  believe,  and  desire  to  have  the  truth  and 
be  saved  in  the  presence  of  God,  remember  to  day  is  the  day  of  visita- 
tion. Weigh  these  things  solemnly  in  your  minds — thrust  them  not  from 
you,  but  ponder  over  them  and  compare  them  with  the  word  of  God,  and 
may  you  be  assisted  by  the  same,  even  the  spirit  of  truth. 

As  an  ambassador  for  the  kingdom  of  God,  I  subscribe  myself,  your 
servant  for  the  gospel's  sake, 

David  C.  Kimball. 
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